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BE VIEWS. 


Clinical. Psychiatry. A Text-book for Students and Physicians. 
Abstracted and adapted from the sixth German edition of Kraepelin’s 
Lehrbuch dcr Psychiatric By A. Ross Defendorf, M.D., Lecturer on 
Psychiatry in Yale University. The Macmillan Company, 1902. 

The purpose of this book is twofold—to make the views of Klraepelin 
more accessible to American readers and to provide a concise text-book. 
The author has succeeded. The book opens with a section on general 
symptomatology, after which the various forms of mental disease are 
studied in order. There is a short account of idiocy and imbecility at 
the end. The article most interesting to us is the one on dementia 
precox. Cretinism, even in an American book, deserves more than two 
pages. There is a short bibliography at the end of each subject, in which 
only important papers are mentioned—a bibliography for use and not 
to impress the reader with the author’s erudition. The descriptions of 
disease are clear, the English concise and not verbose, and there is an 
absence of non-understandable words sometimes met with in books. 
Dr. Defendorf makes no attempt at classification ; he has no chapter on 
that subject and he deserves thanks therefore. In the present state of 
knowledge no consistent classification of mental diseases is possible, and 
an inconsistent classification is useless. Altogether the book is admira¬ 
ble, and we advise every student, undergraduate or graduate, to study it. 

C. W. B. 


Medical Microscopy: Designed for Students in Laboratory Work 
and for Practitioners. By T. E. Oertel, M.D. 8vo., 3G2 pp., with 
131 illustrations, some of which are colored. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston’s 
Son & Co., 1902. 

This little book is a straightforward presentation of the branches of 
medical science for which a knowledge of the microscope and its teach¬ 
ings is essential. It makes no claim at fulness or authority, and is 
designed for the practitioner and the student who are deprived of the 
advantages of laboratory training. When it is seen that a description 
of “ The Microscope,’’ “ Fixation of Tissues,” “ Bacteria,” “ The Blood,” 
“ Urine,” and tho various fluids of the body are covered in the headings, 
one is rather amazed that the author has made a book that is so readable 
and accurate within its limitations. We are a bit skeptical as to the 
necessity for such a treatise on the ground of “a little knowledge;” but, 
granted the necessity, the accomplishment is more than creditable. The 
illustrations are good and help tne text. F. P. G. 


A Manual of Genito-urinaby and Venereal Diseases. For the Use 
of Students and Practitioners. By Louis E. Schmidt, M'.D., of the 
Chicago Polyclinic. In one haudy 12mo. volume of 250 pages, with 21 
illustrations. Philadelphia and New York: Lea Bro 3 . & Co., 1902. 

This little volume, one of the medical epitome series, aims, in the 
words of the author, “ to afford a comprehensive survey within a com- 
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pact space.’’ ^ Although, as a rule, we question the utility of such works 
to the practitioner who is really , in search of information, this epitome is 
exceptional in the amount of really valuable material which it offers. 
It is to the inedieal student, however, who seeks to attain the most 
information in the briefest possible time, that the present book will 
prove especially useful as an aid in the lecture-room and a supplement 
to larger works. As far as consistent with the small space devoted to 
the subject, the treatment of the various genito-urinary and venereal 
affections is fully given and is thoroughly up to date. H. M. C. 


The American Year Book of Medicine and Surgery for 1903: 
A Yearly Digest of Scientific Progress and Authoritative Opinions in All 
Branches of Medicine and Surgery. Arranged with critical editorial com¬ 
ments by eminent American specialists, under the editorial charge of 
George M. Gould, A.M., M.D. In two volumes. Volume L, General 
Medicine, fully illustrated. Volume H., General Surgery, fully illustrated. 
Philadelphia, New York, London: W. B. Saunders & Co., 1903. 

The American Year Boole is once more before us, and fully maintains 
the high standard of excellence which has given it its reputation in 
previous years. It is impossible in a work of this character to pick out 
any particular department for special notice, as the various sub-editors, 
under the able supervision of Dr. George M. Gould, have all of them 
performed their work in so uniformly excellent a manner that the choice 
of any one of them for particular commendation would be invidious. 
During the temporary lapse of the Index 1Medicus books of this character 
have been compelled to serve in its place, but even with the reincarna¬ 
tion of that invaluable periodical such a work as the Year Booh will 
continue to remain an indispensable adjunct to the library of every 
scientific man, because in no other way can he attempt to familiarize 
himself .to any extent with the current medical literature. F. R. P. 


Progressive Medicine. A Quarterly Digest of Advances, Discoveries, and 
Improvements in the Medical and Surgical Sciences. Edited by Hobart 
Amory Hare, M.D., Professor of Therapeutics and Materia Medica in the 
Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia; Physician to the Jefferson 
Medical College Hospital; Laureate of the Royal Academy of Medicine 
in Belgium, of the Medical Society of London, etc. Assisted by H. R. M. 
Landis, M.D., Assistant Physician to the Out-Patient Medical Department 
of the Jefferson Medical College Hospital. Volume IV., December, 1902- 
■ Philadelphia and New York: Lea Brothers & Co., 1902. 

The December volume of Progressive Medicine contains the recent liter- 
ature on the Diseases of the Digestive Tract and Allied Organs, arranged 
by Emhom; Anesthetics, Fractures, Dislocations, etc., by Bloodgood; 
Genito-urinary Diseases, by Belfield; Diseases of the Kidneys, by Brad- 



